
ROUTE 1// Huesca and its surrounds, Bolea and Loarre Castle

This route takes you to Huesca, capital of the province of the same name and gateway to the Pyrenees. 
The tour wanders through the heart of this lively city, visiting the most emblematic places in its historic 
quarter and the surrounding area, and invites you to discover its most interesting museums. After 
Huesca, two of Aragon’s most emblematic monuments await – the collegiate church of Bolea and the 
medieval Loarre Castle.

DAY 1

Huesca

Urban area

This particular visit to Huesca’s historic old town quarter begins next to the stretches of the Moorish city wall still stan-

ding on the north side. These were part of the solid defensive structure that encircled the city of Huesca in the 9th century. 

The wall contained nearly one hundred watchtowers, of which only one, the Amparo Tower, is still standing, and could 

be entered by means of nine gates, of which only the Montearagón Gate remains, located a few hundred metres away 

along the Ronda de Montearagón road.

We continue to skirt the perimeter of the old town to approach the Church of San Miguel, built between the 12th and 

16th centuries. Its tower and beautiful Gothic chevet are very striking. The inside of the church is extremely austere, with 

the chancel and the coffered ceiling of the choir being the most outstanding features.

Opposite the church the San Miguel Bridge crosses the River Isuela. Erected in 1912 by Emilio Monterde, it was one of 

the first reinforced concrete structures to be built in Spain.

Upon entering the historic quarter, we soon reach the Provincial Archaeological Museum. This interesting building from 

1354 was once the seat of the Sertorian University and residence of the Kings of Aragon. It currently houses a valuable 

art collection that spans the entire history of Huesca.

A few metres away is the Plaza de la Catedral or cathedral square, which is the focal point for an impressive series of 

heritage buildings. On one side is the 13th-century Gothic Cathedral of La Transfiguración del Señor. Flanking it, on the 

spot where the old bishop’s palace used to stand is the Diocesan Museum. On the other side of the cathedral stands the 

Canons’ House, and opposite is the Huesca Town Hall, a beautiful Renaissance palace dating from the 16th and 17th 

centuries. Adjoining the town hall is the building that once housed the Imperial College of Santiago. Completing this 

architectural showcase is the present-day Bishop’s Palace.

We continue to wander the streets until we reach the Plaza de Luis López Allué, also known as the Plaza del Mercado or 

market square, an attractive porticoed space surrounded by colourful buildings, one of which is the tourist information 

centre.

Near this square is the Church of San Pedro el Viejo. This church is one of the finest examples of the Aragonese Roma-

nesque style and was added to the Spanish national register of protected monuments in 1885.

On the boundary of the old Roman city, on the street named Calle de Coso Alto stands the Olimpia Theatre, a building 

from 1925 designed in the Neoclassical style. And outside of the old town, a must-see is the Baroque Basilica of San 



Lorenzo, dedicated to Saint Lawrence, the city’s patron saint. Also worthy of a visit are the Círculo Oscense “Casino”, a 

beautiful Art Nouveau building, and the former Municipal Abattoir, now a cultural centre, which is an interesting exam-

ple of industrial architecture. Finally, a spot of relaxation is in order with a stroll through Miguel Servet Park, a beautiful 

green space in the heart of the city.

More information:

Provincial Archaeological Museum

Diocesan Museum

Beulas Foundation CDAN Centre for Contemporary Art

Museum of Education of Aragon

Interesting site:

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es

www.museo.diocesisdehuesca.org

www.cdan.es

www.museopedagogicodearagon.com

Cathedral of La Transfiguración del Señor

Located at the very centre of Huesca’s old town is the Cathedral of La Transfiguración del Señor, undeniably one of the 

city’s most emblematic buildings. It was added to the Spanish register of historical and artistic conservation sites in 1931.

Construction of the church began in the early 13th century, and lasted until the 14th century. It occupies the same site 

where centuries before the Roman temple of Jupiter and later the city’s main mosque had once stood.

The imposing 14th-century Gothic doorway is dominated by a sculpture of the Virgin Mary and Infant Jesus, flanked by 

figures of the Twelve Apostles. The interior is laid out as a Latin cross with side chapels and two sacristies, one in the 

Gothic style and the other in the Renaissance style, and features a magnificent alabaster altarpiece depicting the Life 

of Christ, which was created between 1520 and 1533 by the renowned Valencian sculptor Damián Forment. The most 

outstanding of the chapels are those dedicated to Saints Orentius and Joachim, in the Baroque style; the Chapel of Our 

Lord of Miracles, to whom the natives of the city feel great devotion; the Chapel of Saint Anne; and the chapel housing 

the pantheon of the Lastanosa Family. Many of these chapels were paid for by the noble families of the city, who wished 

to take part in a project of such magnificence and forever join their names to that of the cathedral.

The cathedral offers access to the Diocesan Museum of Huesca and to the remains of the old bishop’s palace over which 

the museum proper now stands.

Cathedral hours of worship: Saturdays, 4.30pm to 6.30pm. Sundays, 9am to 1pm and 4.30pm to 6.30pm.

More information:

Provincial Archaeological Museum

Diocesan Museum

Interesting site:

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es

www.museo.diocesisdehuesca.org/

www.cdan.es

www.museopedagogicodearagon.com



Diocesan Museum

Occupying what was once an old monastery adjoining the cathedral, this exhibition space houses a valuable collection 

of religious art mostly from the cathedral itself and also from the different parishes and country chapel found in the 

diocese. Outstanding works include the main altarpiece from Montearagón Castle and Abbey, a 16th-century work in the 

Renaissance style by the Aragonese sculptor Gil Morlanes the Elder.

The museum presents an attractive and educational exhibition devoted to three main areas: the Middle Ages, the Re-

naissance, and the Baroque and Works in Precious Metals, of which the cathedral itself forms a part during the times it 

is closed to the public.

The museum also holds a large number of workshops, guided tours and activities for people of all ages.

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 10.30am to 2pm and 4pm to 7.30pm. Saturdays, 10.30am to 2pm. Sundays, closed.

Interesting site:

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es

www.museo.diocesisdehuesca.org

Monastery of San Pedro el Viejo

This beautiful building stands in the square of the same name and is considered one of the most important examples of 

the Aragonese Romanesque style.

A number of historians consider that the origins of the church date back to Roman times, later coming into the hands of 

Visigoths, Mozarabs (Christians who lived under Moorish rule) and, finally, the Christian Aragonese, with the present-day 

buildings dating from between the 12th and 13th centuries.

The Romanesque imprint is found in the actual doorway, where we are received by a superb trinitarian chrismon. The 

interior is laid out in the basilica style with three large naves finishing in a triple chevet. The hexagonal bell tower stands 

on the north side of the church and features splayed window openings.

The cloister is found on the south side and was most likely built on the orders of the Aragonese King Ramiro II the Monk. 

This area is richly embellished with sculpture and features capitals with carved scenes from the Old and New Testaments, 

Eastern legends, mythological scenes and others comprising musicians, minstrels and different elements of the imagery 

that was typical at that time.

Also of great importance is the Chapel of Saint Bartholomew, located on the eastern side of the cloister. This is the last 

visible evidence of the old Mozarabic church, converted into a royal pantheon to hold the remains of Kings Ramiro II the 

Monk, and later those of Alfonso I the Battler, which were transferred here from Montearagón Castle in the 19th century.

Cloister visiting times:

Monday to Saturday – 10am to 1.30pm and 4pm to 7.30pm

Sundays and public holidays – 11am to 12 noon and 1pm to 1.30pm

Interesting site:

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es



Town Hall

Located opposite the cathedral, this is a beautiful Renaissance palace built between 1578 and 1610. The building faithfu-

lly follows the architectural standard of the time, and is laid out over three storeys, with the intermediate level or piano 

nobile featuring large and graceful balconies. The wide and austere doorway is centred with respect to the two square 

turrets flanking the façade. Magnificent carved wooden eaves project out from between these turrets.

The interior is laid out around a large square porticoed courtyard crowned by graceful eaves similar to those on the exte-

rior. Of its rooms, the most striking is the Hall of the Justicia, the title given to the historic ombudsman of Aragon, where 

the famous painting by Casado de Alisal “The Bell of Huesca” is to be found. This painting depicts the legend in which 

the Aragonese King Ramiro II the Monk cut off the heads of the nobles who were opposed to his rule.

Next to the Town Hall stands the building that once housed the Imperial College of Santiago, a part of the former Ser-

torian University. 

Hall of the Justicia visiting times:

Monday to Friday – guided tours at 11.30am, 1.30pm and 6.30pm. Weekends – guided tours at 12 noon and 6.30pm. 

Free admission.

Interesting site:

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es

Provincial Museum of Huesca

Located in the heart of Huesca’s historic quarter, this museum occupies a part of the 12th-century Palace of the Kings of 

Aragon, important features of which are the Queen Petronila Hall and the Bell Hall, where the events from the legend of 

the “Bell of Huesca” reportedly took place. These spaces are normally used to house temporary exhibitions.

Adjoining the palace is the unusual octagonal building designed by Francisco de Artiga that houses the museum’s 

permanent collection. In the preceding centuries this building housed the Sertorian University, also a studium generale 

or medieval university, and later a school and army barracks; it was even used as a prison during the Spanish Civil War.

The museum offers visitors a broad overview of the different cultures and communities that made their home in these 

lands throughout history, from the Palaeolithic era to the present day, each of which left behind an important historic 

and artistic legacy.

Opening hours:

Tuesday to Saturday – 10am to 2pm and 5pm to 8pm. 

Sundays and public holidays – 10am to 2pm.

Closed on Mondays.

Free admission.

Interesting site:

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es



Miguel Servet Park

This beautiful green space located in the heart of the city is well worth a visit. It was laid out in the 1920s in the Italian 

style. The site chosen for it was once occupied by the gardens belonging the Lastanosa Family, an influential Huesca 

family that possessed an important palace in the city during the 17th century.

The paths that cross the park allow visitors to view its abundant and varied plant life, with nearly one hundred different 

species of trees and shrubs. These range from the most common, such as pines and poplars, to other more exotic varieties 

such as gingkos, native to the Orient.

In addition to these are the different sculptures that embellish the park. One of the most striking of these is “Las Paja-

ritas” or the birds, created in the late 1920s by the local artist Ramón Acín. These are simple works in iron representing 

two folded paper birds facing each other. Some see this work as a forerunner to the minimalist sculptures of the 1960s. 

It has now become one of the symbols of the city.

Interesting site:

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es

DAY 2

Montearagón Castle (Quicena)

A few kilometres to the east of Huesca, on a highly visible promonotory, stands this fortress considered to be one of the 

most significant in Aragon. The complex was ordered built by King Sancho Ramírez between the years 1086 and 1089 as 

part of the reconquest that the monarch was waging against the Moorish dominion of Huesca.

Sancho Ramírez’s son King Peter I of Aragon took definitive control over the city in 1096 and the fame and prestige of 

Montearagón began to grow. The community of Augustinian canons from Loarre moved here, turning it into an important 

religious and military hub. For centuries it was also a royal pantheon, being chosen as the final resting place for a number 

of Aragonese kings, such as Sancho Ramírez and, later, Alfonso 1 the Battler.

In the following centuries Montearagón would gradually lose its political, religious and military importance until it 

was finally abandoned in about 1840 after the then prime minister Mendizábal enacted the law for the confiscation of 

church-owned lands.

A visit here to contemplate the ruins of this magnificent defensive stronghold is well worthwhile. Part of its outer walls, 

church and a few of its different spaces can still be clearly distinguished. The extraordinary altarpiece created by Gil 

Morlanes, a number of capitals and the records kept here can be seen in the Provincial Museum of Huesca.

Interesting site:

www.castillodemontearagon.com

www.huescaturismo.com

wwwhoyadehuesca.es



Bolea

Urban area

Rising on a small hill, Bolea overlooks the broad expanse of La Sotonera, a municipality of which it is the administrative 

centre. The town spreads out like a star around the Church of Nuestra Señora de la Soledad, a Baroque structure that 

houses a unique altarpiece dedicated to the Holy Family.

A walk through its streets delights visitors with beautiful settings dominated by buildings that reflect the typical architec-

ture of the area. Simplicity and austerity predominate, despite being a place of renown brought about by the Collegiate 

Church of Santa María la Mayor.

An interesting walk can be taken through the immediate surrounds of the town to the nearby Romanesque chapel of 

Mueras, which is practically a ruin. A little further is the La Virgen de la Peña cave chapel, where the locals come in 

celebration on the second Sunday in May, and where extraordinary sweeping views of the surrounding landscape can 

be enjoyed.

Interesting site:

www.colegiatadebolea.es

www.castillodemontearagon.com

www.huescaturismo.com

wwwhoyadehuesca.es

Collegiate Church of Santa María la Mayor

Crowning the promonotory over which the town of Bolea lies is this magnificent Renaissance building erected in the 

16th century. It was a priory belonging to the Royal Abbey of Montearagón until 1571, when it was transferred to the 

Diocese of Huesca and given the title of collegiate church. 

Traces of the original Moorish fortress remain in the tower, walls and plinth of the church. The current edifice was built 

over an earlier 12th-century Romanesque church, of which the crypt under the chancel, the outer wall of the chevet and 

the bell tower still remain. 

The building was laid out as a hall church, divided into three naves of equal height that finish in a straight apse. A striking 

feature is the fan vaulting that covers the entire space. The ribs of the vaults rest on thick but stylised piers, to create 

a wonderful palm tree effect, the likes of which can also be seen in the Cathedral of San Salvador in Zaragoza and the 

cathedral of Barbastro. A polychrome wooden altarpiece dedicated to Our Lady of the Assumption presides over the high 

altar: This is a masterpiece of Renaissance painting from the late 15th and early 16th centuries and is attributed to the 

so-called “Master of Bolea”.

Collegiate Church of Santa María la Mayor was added to the Spanish register of historical and artistic conservation sites 

in February 1983 and is currently used as the town’s parish church.

Information and bookings: +34 649655125

Interesting site:

www.colegiatadebolea.es

www.castilloloarre.es

www.castillodemontearagon.com

www.huescaturismo.com

wwwhoyadehuesca.es



Loarre Castle

Nestling among the foothills of the Loarre mountain range, this impressive fortress was built on the orders of King San-

cho the Great of Pamplona (Navarre) in the first years of the second millenium. The aim of this impressive project was 

to lay the base for the gradual Christian advance the king was planning against the Moors who ruled over the plains of 

Huesca.

In addition to being an important military construction, Loarre castle was also a religious centre, the provisional seat of 

the canons of the order of Saint Agustine before they transferred to what would become the collegiate church of Bolea. 

In order to serve both religious and military roles, a small settlement was built at the foot of the castle protected by the 

present-day outer wall. That settlement would later be moved to the plain once the area was pacified, with the founda-

tion of San Esteban de la Huerta, today known as the village of Loarre.

The castle is encircled by a strong wall with ten robust towers, eight of which are semicircular and one that is square. 

The entrance, located between two of these bastions, leads to an intermediate space watched over by a free-standing 

albarrana tower. Once inside the castle, a staircase leads to the magnificent Church of San Pedro. The third level has a 

number of terraces and parapet walks from where the oldest part of the castle can be viewed and visits can be made to 

the keep, the Queen’s Tower and the Romanesque Chapel of Santa María.

Its exceptional state of preservation has allowed Loarre Castle to take its place among the most important Romanesque 

military and religious complexes in the world, and to become a setting for numerous film and audiovisual projects.

Information and bookings:

Tel.: +34 974 34 21 61 / Fax:+34 974 38 26 39 

Mobile: + 34 690 636 080 - + 34 649 307 480 

Interesting site:

www.castilloloarre.es

www.colegiatadebolea.es

www.castillodemontearagon.com

www.huescaturismo.com

www.hoyadehuesca.es


