
ROUTE 2// Huesca and its surrounds, Bolea and Loarre Castle

This attractive itinerary allows you to explore the millenary city of Jaca. This city will surprise you with 
its beauty and the variety of its historical sites, headed by the magnificent Cathedral of San Pedro. A few 
kilometres away are the churches of Santa María and San Caprasio, both in the village of Santa Cruz de 
las Serós. These are veritable treasures of the early Romanesque style in Aragon and a taste of what 
lies ahead in what for many is the greatest medieval architectural complex in Aragon, the Monastery of 
San Juan de la Peña. 

DAY 1

Jaca

Cathedral of San Pedro

Located in the very heart of the city of jaca, the Cathedral of San Pedro is one of the most significant religious buildings 

in the Romanesque style. It was built between 1080 and 1139 under the orders of King Sancho Ramírez of Aragon and 

was closely linked with the establishment of the city as the capital of his kingdom, a title it held between 1077 and 1096.

The cathedral has two doors. The main entrance opens onto the Plaza de San Pedro, where there is an imposing portico 

shielding a doorway crowned by an exceptional Romanesque chrismon flanked by two lions. The second door opens onto 

the Plaza del Mercado, and here too there is superb sculptural work in capitals and on the doorway.

The austere and solemn interior has a basilica floor plan and Romanesque decoration, with a large number of capitals 

embellished with historic figures and plant motifs, together with chequered bands characteristic of the style that deve-

loped in Jaca and many other elements.

The cathedral would undergo different modifications over the years, with new side chapels opened into the walls. The 

most important of these are the Trinity chapel and the chapel of Saint Michael. The old Romanesque central apse was 

also enlarged to hold the choir and organ, and was decorated with beautiful frescoes by Manuel Bayeu.

The cathedral has been listed as a national monument since 1931. This monument may be declared  World Heritage by 

Unesco shortly. Since its founding, it has welcomed pilgrims crossing the Pyrenees into Iberia following the Way of Saint 

James. The entrance to the Jaca Diocesan Museum of Religious Art is from inside the cathedral.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.diocesisdejaca.org



Diocesan Museum

The Jaca Diocesan Museum of Religious Art, which occupies the cloister and several rooms of the former monastery 

adjoining the cathedral, opened its doors in 1970.

It houses a valuable collection of medieval painting originally found in different churches, chapels and shrines belonging 

to the Diocese of Jaca. Many historians consider it to be among the most important collections of medieval art.

It reopened to the public in 2010 after being completely remodelled. It currently presents a modern museographic dis-

course with attractive recreations of the places from where some of the most relevant frescoes were taken, as is the case 

of the villages of Ruesta and Bagüés. An important feature of the museum is its rich collections of medieval statues and 

the “secretum”, a space displaying Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque sculptures and paintings.

More information:

www.diocesisdejaca.org

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.diocesisdejaca.org

Citadel (16th-18th centuries)

This handsome fortress is today one of Jaca’s main tourist attractions. Located in the centre of the city and commonly 

known as the “Ciudadela” or Citadel, the Castle of San Pedro was ordered built by King Philip II of Spain in 1592 in the 

face of a threatened invasion by the Lutheran French, although it was not completed until 1670.

It has an interesting pentagonal layout, as it followed new designs in military architecture that emerged with the inci-

pient use of artillery. The fortress was designed by the Italian military engineer Tiburcio Spannochi, responsible for other 

important works in Aragon such as the fortifications of the Aljafería Palace in Zaragoza.

Entry to the precinct is by means of a bridge over a moat, which was formerly filled with water. The Mannerist entrance 

announces a grandiose interior comprising a large parade ground surrounded by a colonnade and overlooked by the 

commander’s residence and the Baroque church.

It was captured by the French in 1809 during the Peninsular. A few years later, in 1814, it was retaken by Spanish troops. 

Owing to the ceasing of hostilities, it gradually fell into disuse. It currently houses the attractive Museum of Military 

Miniatures, the only one of its kind.

Opening hours and admission: www.ciudadeladejaca.es

Guided tours:

General admission: €6

Admission for groups/large families/students/unemployed: €5

Discounted admission for pensioners, armed forces personnel and children under 16 years of age: €4

Children under 6 years of age: free admission.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.jaca.com

www.diocesisdejaca.org



Town hall (16th century)

The building housing the civil authorities is located in Calle Mayor, Jaca’s main commercial street. This street became the 

city’s main artery after the urban remodelling it underwent when Jaca was made the capital of Aragon at the end of the 

11th century, and is lined by the most important public buildings.

The first building to house the Concejo de Jaca or city council was constructed in the late 15th century. It was enlarged 

in the middle of the 16th century and then the current edifice was built, with the former town hall turned into the mu-

nicipal archives.

The building you see today is predominantly a work of Renaissance architecture with a few classical touches, in keeping 

with the trends in palatial designs of the time. It is laid out over three floors. The ground floor features a superb Plateres-

que doorway crowned by the city of Jaca’s coat of arms. The first floor or piano nobile is characterised by large decorated 

window openings. The top floor features an arcade typical of the Aragonese style, which was added in the early 20th 

century to replace the earlier Renaissance-style eaves.

Free admission.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.jaca.com

www.diocesisdejaca.org

Clock Tower (15th century)

This civil edifice was built in the mid 15th century as a provisional measure to house prisoners after the fire that destro-

yed the ecclesiastical detention cells attached to the Cathedral of San Pedro. 

Predominantly Gothic in style, the Clock Tower, also known as the Prison Tower, has a simple square floor plan with a 

number of square and geminate windows. 

After belonging to the Merino Family for many years, the city council purchased the tower in 1599 for five hundred 

ducats. It was turned into the municipal prison and the municipal clock was transferred to it from the cathedral, with 

three bells were installed to mark the hours. It retained both functions, municipal prison and timekeeper for the citizens 

of Jaca, until the mid 20th century.

It underwent a complete restoration in 1980, and was made into the headquarters of the Working Community of the 

Pyrenees, an entity consituted under the auspices of the Council of Europe. The bells are currently on display in the town 

hall.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.jaca.com

www.diocesisdejaca.org



Rapitán Fort (19th century)

This interesting building was designed as a fort to house a fusilier regiment. It was part of an ambitious defensive project 

put into action by Spain between the late 19th and early 20th centuries in order to defend Spanish borderlands against 

France.

The Rapitán Fort is located at an altitude of 1,142 metres at a strategic point from which there is a sweeping view over 

the city of Jaca and the Aragón Valley, the natural entryway from France. Construction on this fort and two others, the 

Coll de Ladrones Fort in Canfranc and the Santa Elena Fort in Biescas, began in 1884 and concluded two years later.

Fortunately it never saw any action in its defensive role; nevertheless, it was used as a military prison during Franco’s 

dictatorship until the 1950s. It later housed the Museum of Military Miniatures until it was moved to the Citadel. It now 

serves as an occasional residence and centre for cultural activities.

There is no doubt however, that that in addition to its appeal as a military structure, the exceptional panoramic views it 

affords over Jaca and a large part of the Aragón Valley are its main drawcard.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.jaca.com

www.diocesisdejaca.org

San Miguel Bridge (14th-15th centuries?)

The San Miguel bridge is a testament to the passing of pilgrims along a branch of the Way of Saint James that leads to 

the village of Berdún and Navarre beyond. This road forms an essential route connecting Jaca, the capital of La Jacetania, 

with the valleys opening onto it in the western part of the district.

The most reliable studies consider its construction to date back to the 15th century, although it would seem that a num-

ber of stages of building work took place in the 14th century. Although it was restored in the 17th and 19th centuries, it 

is considered one of the last vestiges of the Middle Ages in Jaca and one of the best preserved bridges of its type in the 

whole of Aragon. Its profile is that of a humpbacked bridge along its 96-metre length and the three arches are clearly 

asymmetrical. 

The name of the bridge is derived from the Chapel of San Miguel that once stood on a nearby hill overlooking the right 

bank of the River Aragón. This siting of chapels was quite common at the time, in order to offer travellers protection 

against the magical and supernatural powers attributed to these works of hydraulic engineering.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.jaca.com

www.diocesisdejaca.org



DAY 2

Santa Cruz de la Serós

Old Monastery of San Juan de la Peña

Nestling in the midst of the San Juan de la Peña y Monte Oroel Protected Landscape and sheltered by the huge peña or 

rocky outcrop after which it was named, the Monastery of San Juan de la Peña is a must for visitors owing to its great 

historical and artistic significance.

This site appears to date back to the 10th century, when a small monastic centre was founded and dedicated to Saint 

John the Baptist. It was in the following century when King Sancho the Great of Pamplona (Navarre) refounded it with 

the name of San Juan de la Peña and introduced the Rule of Saint Benedict. The monastery became a site of great impor-

tance during the 11th century, becoming a pantheon for the Kings of Aragon, which led to its considerable enlargement.

Most of the spaces forming this complex were built between the 10th and 13th centuries. The monastery finally came to 

include a primitive Mozarabic church, the Pantheon of Nobles, the beautiful upper church, the Chapel of San Victorian 

and other buildings such as the magnificent Neoclassical Royal Pantheon dating from the 18th century. 

Worthy of special mention is the Romanesque cloister, a true architectural gem. The capitals of the columns surrounding 

the central space feature a series of unique and exquisite iconographic representations.

More information:

Old Monastery of San Juan de la Peña Museum

Monastery of San Juan de la Peña Interpretive Centre

Kingdom of Aragon Interpretive Centre

Nature of the San Juan de la Peña y Monte Oroel Protected landscape Interpretive Centre

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es 

www.diocesisdejaca.org

New Monastery of San Juan de la Peña

After a period of great splendour, the Old Monastery of San Juan de la Peña went into a period of decline, which culmina-

ted in 1675 with a fire that lasted more than three days. It was then that a decision was taken to build a new monastery 

on the nearby Plain of San Indalecio.

Work began in 1676, and continued until the first years of the 19th century. This complex is characterised by its symmetry 

and the rational layout of its spaces around a series of cloisters. Both of these aspects have led to its consideration as 

one of the most perfect and evolved examples of monastic architecture of the Modern Age.

The façade is divided into three parts. Saint John the Baptist, patron of the Benedictine community, presides over the 

central part, while Saints Indaletius and Benedict each occupy the sides. The entire façade is embellished with a profusion 

of scrolls, flowers and acanthus leaves.

The monastery was abandoned in 1835, and fell victim to total neglect until it was saved from total ruin in the middle 

of the 20th century. It then underwent a complete refurbishment that would turn part of it into a modern hotel, with the 

other sections developed into two attractive museums: the Kingdom of Aragon Interpretive Centre and the Monastery of 

San Juan de la Peña Interpretive Centre.



More information:

Old Monastery of San Juan de la Peña Museum

Monastery of San Juan de la Peña Interpretive Centre

Kingdom of Aragon Interpretive Centre

Nature of the San Juan de la Peña y Monte Oroel Protected landscape Interpretive Centre

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.diocesisdejaca.org

Church of San Caprasio (11th century)

This charming church dedicated to Saint Caprasius is found in the village of Santa Cruz de las Serós. It is the westernmost 

example of the Lombard Romanesque style found in Aragon.

The church was built in around 1020-1030 during the reign of King Sancho the Great of Pamplona (Navarre). It is consi-

dered one of the finest specimens of the Lombard architectural style, both for its layout and decoration.

The interior is austere and open, structured around a single nave divided into two sections and finishing at a semicircular 

apse with three remarkably splayed windows. The exterior features the typical Lombard style decoration, which consists 

of a blind arcade around the entire perimeter of the building, supported by corbels and lesenes.

A square tower was built in the 12th century and rises over the chancel. According to existing pictorial records, this once 

had a further two levels above it.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.diocesisdejaca.org

Church of Santa María (11th century)

This is an important religious centre dating back to the 10th century. This is the date given for the remains of a simple 

church that was finally replaced between the late 11th and early 12th centuries.

The church was part of an important female monastery, which was the residence for influential members of the Royal 

Family at the time, as was the case of Doña Urraca, the daughter of King Ramiro I of Aragon.

It originally had a single nave, but the chancel was enlarged and side chapels were built during the remodelling carried 

out in the 12th century. The superb bell tower also dates from that time. This additional structure gives the church a 

strong vertical line that was unknown at the time.

In addition to its intrinsic formal beauty, the Church of Santa María also features exceptional ornamental work, the 

purpose of which was to teach the Christian faith to all who contemplated it. Decorative work is found throughout the 

building, inside and out, with special mention given to the entrance through a beautiful doorway, and the “secret” room 

over the crossing inside which there are magnificently carved capitals.

Interesting site:

www.aspejacetania.com

www.jaca.es

www.diocesisdejaca.org


